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58. NWCHD AT BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY: NWCHD Executive Director Terre Rybovich spoke at
Victim Rights Week 2000, held atBoise State University on April 5. Sheprovideda"ReviewofNorthwestHate
Crimes" to about 150students andlaw enforcementpersonneL The conferencewas sponsoredby the US Attorney's
Office, the Idaho Attorney General, HewlettPackardandothers, in addition to the University.

59. NWCHD ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN BOISE SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 27TH : The
NorthwestCoalition forHumanDignityhasmovedit's annual conferenceto 0 ctoberZ?" in Boise, Idaho. Wehad
previously announced that the conferencewouldbe on October20thbut space was notavailable for thatdate. We
apologize for any inconvenience.

60. NWCHD SPEAKS ON MISUSES OF THE BIBLE: Research Director, JonnLunsford, spoketo over
100 members ofthePlymouth Congregational Church in SeattleonApril 2 about the racism, anti-Semitism and
homophobia in Christian Identity. Christian Identitybelievers promote the ideathatJews are the childrenofSatan,
homosexuality is punishableby death, and thatpeopleofcolorare sub-human. Lunsford's presentationwas partof
a three part series on misuses ofthe Bible.

61. PATRIOT RALLY IN LIBBY, MONTANA FIZZLES OUT: About 36 patriots from Oregon, Idaho,
Montana, Wyoming and Washington state met at a roadside rest area to burn the UnitedNations flag. The April
15thrally originally sponsoredby Montana State Legislator ScottOrr, predicted3000 people would attend. Orr
later canceled these initial plans for the meeting after local residents voiced fears ofviolence. After the initial
cancellation Idaho patriots, led by Tom Stetson, announced that the rally was still on. Stetson, ofAmericans for a
Constitutional Government, addressed the crowd. In 1992, Stetson participated in a meeting hosted by racist
preacherPetePeters in Colorado. White supremacist, RichardMasker, also promotedthe rallyas "anofficialmass
White protest."Libby, Montanaresidents were displeasedwiththe rallywith some denouncing it as ''useless.'' The
Local VFW Hall refused to participate and threatened to revoke the membership ofanyone who did.

62. BRITISH COURTS BRAND DAVID IRVING AS A HOLOCAUST DENIER: The British High
Court found that the authorDavid Irving"is an activeHolocaustdenier; thathe is anti-Semitic and racist and he
associates with rightwing extremists who promote neo-Nazism". The Court rej ected Irving's libel case against
Americanacademic DeborahLipstadtandpublishers Penguinoverher 1994book,Denyingthe Holocaust. Irving
claimed that Lib stadt' s book had destroyed his livelihood and generated waves ofhatred against him. While
rendering his verdict, the Judge said, "Irving has for his own ideological reasons persistently and deliberately
misrepresented and manipulated historical evidence". (AssociatedNewspapers Ltd., April 11th)
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63.WHITE SUPREMACIST MATT HALE TAPS INTO SEATTLE MEDIA MARKET: OnFebruary
15,Matt Hale appeared on the "B.J. Shea Show" broadcast from Seattle, Washington. OnApril 6 at 11:30pm,
Seattle's publicaccesstelevisionstationairedHale's newvideoproductionentitled"WhiteRevolution." Created
specificallyforcable-accesstelevision,the showpromoteshis anti-Semiticandracistviews,andhas airedontwo
central Illinoispublic accessstations. Hale,callingupon his followersto getthe showontheairintheirownarea,
said"let'sbring"WhiteRevolution"intoourpeople'shomeseverywhere!" SegmentsofaninterviewwithHalealso
appeared on the Discovery Channel on April 14th•

64. RACIST SKINHEAD GROUP TRIES TO DISRUPT PORTLAND CONCERT: On April 15th,
eightmembers ofa groupofneo-Nazi skinheads calling themselves "Calvary 84" fromVancouver,WAtried to
disrupt apunk rock show at a Portland, Oregon nightclub. No arrests were made.

65.IDAHO APPROVES DUBIOUS "RELIGIOUS FREEDOM" BILL: The"Free ExerciseofReligion
Act"passed 53to17intheHouseofRepresentatives. Thebill,whichistheChristia»Coalition'stoplegislativegoal
thisyear,andsponsoredby Sen.GrantIpsen,R-Boise,putstheburdenofproofongovernmenttoshow"compelling
interest"whenever it interfereswithsomeone'sreligious rights. Opponentsofthebill arguethat itwill allow,for
example,landlordsnottorenttoagaycouplebasedon"religiouslymotivated"reasons. RabbiDanielFinkofBoise' s
CongregationAhavathBethIsrael,asked''what'sgoingtostoptheAryanNationschurchfromdiscriminatingagainst
Jewsor AfricanAmericans?"KatyBall, legalcounselfortheACLU,arguedthatthebillwouldplacereligionona
higherlevelthanstatelawsregardingdivorce,domesticviolence,adoptionandotherfamilylawissues. Ball,avocal
opponentto thebill,receivedadeath threat two weeksearlier.GovernorKempthornerecentlysignedthebill into
law. Itwill take effect in 2001. (PostRegister, March 22nd)

66. NORTH IDAHOANS CIRCULATE PETITION DENOUNCING RACIST MAILING: The
Sandpoint-basedwhite supremacistgroup 11th HourRemnant Messenger's latestmassmailingofhate literature,
receivedaresounding condemnationwhen morethan 800North Idahoresidentssignedapetitiondenouncingthe
group.Anna Bates,aColdwater Creek employee who mobilized 125co-workers to signthepetitionintwodays,
said"Let's showourown area, therestofthe stateandthecountrythatpeoplewith thisparticularviewpointdonot
represent us. They are notthe majority." R. Vincent Bertollini and Carl E. Story,principalleadersof1l th Hour
RemnantMessenger,aChristianIdentityChurch,namedseveralhumanrightsgroupsandindividuals, andlabeled
them as communists and "haters ofAmerica." (Spokane Review, March 28th

)

67. COEUR d' ALENE, IDAHO HIRES HUMAN RIGHTS COORDINATOR: The mayor ofCoeur
d' Alene, announced the creation ofanew cityposition that will coordinate community responses tohate group
marches, aswell as, research thepossibilities ofa centerormemorial to honor the area's diversity. Accordingto
Mayor Steve Judy, the city will fill the position in response to racist activities and their economic and social
consequences. Heor shewill work with the media, advertising agencies and civic andreligious groups inNorth
Idaho,and focuson the city's"unique challenge" concerning theAryans' marches. SkipKuck,vicepresidentof
theNorthwestCoalitionforHumanDignity,saidthenewpositionwillbe"an answertoprayers"ifthepersondeals
withdiversityissues,andconcentratesonmakingNorthIdahoapositiveplacetolive." (SpokesmanReview, March
24th)

68. RACIST GRAFFITI RETURNS TO SCHOOL IN PUYALLUP,WA: Afterracist incidents rocked
PuyallupHighSchoollast September,newracistgraffitihasappeared. SchoolprincipalWandaBerndtsoncalled
theschool's 1,900studentstogethertoaskforhelpinfindingtheculprits.FourAfricanAmericanfamiliesaresuing
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the Puyallup SchoolDistrictoverracialharassment in the local school system. (The News Tribune, March29th
)

69. PENTAGON ADMITS WIDSPREAD HARASSMENT OF HOMOSEXUALS IN MILITARY:
Militaryofficials sayanti-gayactionsaremorewidespreadthanthought. AreportpreparedbythePentagon'sdeputy
inspectorgeneral,DonaldMancuso,concludedthat80percentofGIsquestionedaroundtheworldhadheardanti­
gay remarks in thepast year, and37 percent had witnessed orexperiencedharassment. In anattemptto improve
Clinton's"don'task, don't tell"policy,DefenseSecretaryWilliamCohenannouncedhewasestablishinganoversight
panelofseniormilitaryandcivilianleaderstodevelopstepstodealwithproblem.Thepanelwillberesponsiblefor
ensuringthatthePentagon's anti-harassmentguidelinesarefollowed. Thepolicystatesthattroopsthatareharassed
cancomplaintotheircommanderswithoutfearofsettinginmotionaninvestigationintotheirsexuality. Thepolicy
comesaftertheJulymurderofanArmyrecruitatFt. Campbell,Ky.,whowassuspectedofbeinggay. (SeattlePost­
Intelligencer, March 25th)

70. \VVOMINGGROUPRECEIVES PRINCESS DIANA A\VARD: An alliance fromthe \VindRiver
IndianReservation,FremontCountyandUnitedGayandLesbiansofWyomingreceiveda$20,000grant.TheU.S.
Diana Fund supported the Wind River County Initiative for Youth to promote diversity training andbias crime
prevention. (Casper Star Tribune, April 13th

)

71. OREGON CLERGY VOICE PUBLIC OUTRAGE OVER HATE LITERATURE: Several local
clergyinCorvallis,OregonhavesignedapubliclettercondemningWCOTC'sdistributionofracistflyers inFebruary.
Inastatementaddressingtheentirecommunity,clergyvoicedtheiroutragethat"peopleofcolorhavebeenattacked
byhate literaturelitteringourneighborhoods." "We write tobear witness thatour faithrefutesracismandaffirms
each person as precious in God's sight." (Gazette-Times, March 4th

)

72.LAIINO COUPLE REPORTS RACIST ATTACK IN SOUTHERN OREGON: PoliceinRoseburg,
Oregon report that a Latino couple were attacked by a group of8-l 0 white youths who allegedly attacked the
couple's car,breakingwindowsandyellingracialslurs.The investigationiscontinuing.(News-Review, AprilS")

73.ANTI-GAYACTIVIST SCOTT LIVELY PAYS IN LAWSillT: ScottLively, formerlyoftheanti-gay
OregonCitizen's Alliance(OCA)wasrecentlyforcedtopaydamagesto reporterheattackedbackin 1991.Lively,
formerMembershipDirectoroftheOCA,forciblyremovedJust Outjournalist, CatherineStauffer,fromanOCA
event at Portland's Foursquare Church. Lively was forced to make the overdue payments because he hasjust
graduated from law school and has applied to the California Bar. Before Lively canpractice lawhe mustpayhis
outstandingjudgement. (Willamette Week, AprilS)

74. BOTHELL MAN'S FAMILYSAYS HE'S A"HARMLESS COLLECTOR": The family ofStephen
CliffordFerguson,whowasarrestedafterauthoritiesfound60guns,including20fullyautomatic-andfullyloaded
-rnilitarymachineguns,alongwith 127marijuanaplants,andahousedecoratedwithNaziregalia,havecometohis
defense. Ina hearing inU.S.District Court in Seattle,Ferguson's mother describedhim as"a collector foryears
andyears." She said, "He wouldn'thurt a tly. Heneverhas. He's very, very sensitive andhe always has been."
Federal prosecutors disagree, and ordered the 51-year-old held without bail pending a grand-jury indictment.
(Seattle Times, March 215t)

75. ANTI-IMMIGRANT GROUP ATTACKS AFL-CIO: In their March 2000 report, The Federation for
AmericanImmigrationReform(FAIR),purportstheAFL-CIOisabandoningitsdefenseoftheAmericanworker

NW COALITION FOR HUMAN DIGNITY· P. O. Box 21428 • SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98111· (360) 756-0914 • FAX (360) 738-3034
© 2000. All Rights Reserved. Material herein may not be reproduced without permission of the NW Coalition for Human Dignity.



April 15, 2000 4

bycallingforarepealofemployersanctions andamassiveamnestyforillegalaliens. FAIRclaimsthatthereasoning
behind theappealissimplytoboostunionmembership, andexploitillegalworkers. Theyconcludethatlabor is
movingawayfromtradeunionism, andtowardunionizedgovernmentbureaucratsandteachers, "allofwhombenefit
fromhavingalarger' clientele'ofpoorimmigrants. AccordingtoFAIRexecutivedirectorDanStein,"Thefolksat
thebureaucrats'unionandtheteachers'unionhavejobs thatareinsulatedfromillegalaliencompetition, andwhose
jobs in factdependonprovidingservicestoneedyimmigrants."

76. EUGENE SCHOOLS IMPLEMENT HARASSMENT & DISCRIMINATION TRACKING
SYSTEM: As aresult ofa 1997complaint filed on behalfoftwo bi-racial students,theEugene, Oregonschool
district hasplans to develop a"pilot project" tracking system thatwoulddocumentall formsofharassment and
discriminationcharges.Theprojectwillhavedetailedcomplaintformsforvictimsorwitnesses, aswellasincident
documentationformsforschooladministrators. Itisintendedtohelpthedistrictdesigninterventionandstafftraining
programs,accordingto theDeputy Superintendent,David Piercy. (Register-Guard, March28th

)

•••The NWCHD Research Departmentprefers incident reports, newspaperclippings, eventwrite-ups, questions and comments
to be e-mailedtochdpdx@aol.com. Alternatively you can mail such items to the address below or call us at the numbers listed .
below. NWCHD Research staffrely upon such information to fill out much ofthe Northwest Update and we appreciate your
contributions.•••
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