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Foreword

ATLONG LAST, with the publication of TheNorth­
west Imperative: Documenting a Decade of Hate
we have an in-depth look at white supremacist
and right wing extremist organizations and
individuals in the Northwest. Those who are
working for justice in the region have been
waiting for a long time for a tool such as this to
aid them in their struggle against bigotry. The
Northwest Imperative: Documenting a Decade of
Hate is a welcome resource.

The information contained in this volume
comes from many sources including written
and spoken material from white supremacist
individuals and groups, media clips, and inter­
views. What was previously contained in re­
searchers' memories, in paper and computer
files, or on thousands of pieces of paper, has
now been compiled into a useful format. Those
who have been fighting extremist bigotry for
years as well as those who are new to the
struggle will find this work to be a very helpful
tool.

The publication of The Northwest Impera­
tive does not imply an intention to restrict the
freedom of speech of any individual. How­
ever, justice canbestbe served when the words
and actions of those who would deny human
rights to some in society are brought into the
public arena.

Not everyone in white supremacist groups
commits violent acts; but violence frequently
springs out of such groups. Moreover, the pres­
ence of such groups can intimidate whole com­
munities unless voices for justice and respect
are raised to counter words of hate. To ignore
hate groups, even though they usually include
relatively small numbers of people, is to mis­
calculate the impact that they can have on a

community, and to miss an opportunity to
bring a community together to take an­
other step toward justice for all.

The Coalition For Human Dignity and
the NorthwestCoalitionAgainst Malicious
Harassment in producing this document
recognize that the roots of bigotry and
prejudice lie not in extremist groups but in
society generally. Even if all of the indi­
viduals and groups identified in this docu­
ment somehow left the region, racism
would still remain. Hate groups are not the
root of the problem; rather they are the
extreme expression of the problem.

Special thanks to Jonathan Mozzochi,
Steven Gardner, Robert Crawford, Randi­
Lee Taylor and others at the Coalition for
Human Dignity for their comprehensive
research and diligent determination to com­
plete this document. It is another example
of the high quality work for which CHD is
developing a well earned reputation.

Thanks also to the Needmor Fund
which contributed toward the publication
of this document from its discretionary
fund.

Tracking white supremacist and other
extreme right groups is an ongoing pro­
cess. The Northwest Coalition Against
Malicious Harassment and the Coalition
for Human Dignity welcome comments
and additional information which will be
incorporated into future updates.

Bill Wassmuth
Northwest Coalition

Against Malicious Harassment

Coalition for Human Dignity· P.O. Box 40344· Portland, Oregon 97240. (503) 281-5823



About this Volume

THE NORTHWEST IMPERATNE IS the product of over
three years of research on the white suprema­
cist movement in the Pacific Northwest. It is
intended as a comprehensive overview of or­
ganized white supremacist and far right activ­
ity in the region.

The largest part of the information con­
tained in The Northwest Imperative applies to
the geographic area of Oregon, Washington,
Idaho and Montana. A number of organiza­
tions with headquarters outside of the region
have extensive operations here and are there­
fore included.

Each chapter begins with an introductory
narrative written to familiarize the reader with
some of the key concepts found therein. The
bulk of each chapter consists of a series of
organizationalprofiles designed for useby civil
rights activists, journalists and others whohave
occasion to encounter the groups that are de­
tailed.

Throughout the text marginal comments
have been added to facilitate information ac­
cess and understanding. References can be
found at the end of each chapter.

Following the introductory section, which
gives abriefhistoryand social movementanaly­
sis of the white supremacist movement as a
whole, the remainder of this work is divided
into three sections or chapters.

Chapter One covers neo-Nazi, Ku Klux
Klan, Skinhead and anti-Christian white su­
premacist organizations with operations in the
region.

Chapter Two profiles Christian Patriot
groups, including a number with headquar­
ters outside our four-state area of focus, but
whose activities significantly impact the re­
gion.

Chapter Three takes us into the theo-po­
liticalworld of the ChristianIdentity"churches"
that dot the Northwest landscape.

Also included is a lexicon which defines
key terms used in the various segments of the
contemporary white supremacist movement.
Readers unfamiliar with the esoteric jargon of
the movement will find this section exception­
ally helpful

TheNorthwest Imperative was produced in
this loose-leaf format to allow for additions.

Readers should familiarize themselves with
a copy of the acclaimed handbook When Hate
Groups Come To Town: A Handbook of Effective
Community Responses, available from the Cen­
ter for Democratic Renewal, P.O. Box 50469
Atlanta, GA.30302.Phone: (404)221-0025. When
Hate Groups Come ToTownis availablefor $18.95
and is an indispensable companion volume for
devising effective responses to the organiza­
tions profiled in this volume.

Coalition for Human Dignity· P.O. Box:40344. Portland, Oregon 97240. (503) 281-5823
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Introduction
"The essence of certain doctrines is to be found in their expression when they have not yet

arrived: in the period offormulation, controversy, soap box oratory, and obscurepamphleteering;
in the discussions and exegeses of the movements theorists, whose definitions andformulas may

. be removedfrom the brutal realities ofthe political struggle, but are accepted-and honored in the
breach if not in the observance. "

-Eugen Weber
Varieties ofFascism
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We consider the
NorthwestTerritorial
Imperative as the last
hope for the White
Race within the
present political sys­
tem. In no other re­
gion of the United
States is the White
Race in the demo-
graphic majority. For this reason alone, we can
politically and economically unite better than
anywhere else."

The answer is, in part, obvious.
In the first place are the demographics of

the region. Even in the relatively cosmopolitan
cities ofPortland andSeattle the minoritypopu­
lation does not exceed 20%of the total popula­
tion. In the rural ar­
eas of the region
there are entire coun­
ties where racial mi­
norities make up less
than 1% of the resi­
dents

Kim Bad ynski,
leader of the North­
west Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan, has
pushed this argu­
ment, writing:

The N.S.W.P.P. has relocated its national
headquarters from Raleigh, North Carolina. The
N.S.W.P.P. is extremely pleased so far by our
reception in Seattle. Our printing facility plans to
make available sufficient amounts of National
Socialist literature for the youth of Seattle to
promote the "Northwest Imperative-5 white
states."3

Within the white supremacist movement
it is called the "Northwest Territorial

Imperative," a vision of an Aryan homeland in
the Pacific Northwest) Ever since the day in
1978when Richard Butler nailed up his gaudy
"ARYAN NA nONS" sign at the entrance to
his compound outside of Hayden Lake, Idaho,
residents of the region havebeen forced to deal
with this vision.?

Over the years a variety of neo-Nazi and
white supremacist organizations, including
Aryan Nations, the Knights of the KuKlux
Klan, the Northwest Concern and the Ameri­
can Front have supported the idea of creating a
white homeland in the region. Even as this
volume goes to press, Harold Covington, a
professional neo-Nazi and General Secretary
of the National Socialist White People's Party,
has announced that he is relocating to the
Northwest. He writes in a recent press release:

Covington is the latest, and perhaps the
most dangerous, of the neo-Nazi organizers to
move to the Northwest. The question that is
inevitably asked is why: Why here? Why now?

Coalition for Human Dignity· P.O. Box 40344· Portland. Oregon 97240. (503) 281-5823



A group of
Portland-area
skinheads.
circa 1991.

typical neo-Nazi exaggeration, but he is not
incorrect in his assessment of the demograph­
ics. The Northwest is perhaps the only remain­
ing temperate region in the United States where
white people constitute an overwhelming, four­
fifths majority.

Another reason for the Northwest Impera­
tive is not so obvious.

The "Imperative" is a political position
within the most radical wing of the modem
white supremacist movement, represented by
neo-Nazis and Klansmen. But the idea of the
Northwest Imperative will remain little more
than the futile fantasy of the aging Richard
Butler unless a suitable social climate exists or is

created in theregion.
Neo-Nazis, racist skinheads and klansmen

are the sharks of the white supremacist move­
ment. Like sharks they inspire fear for the
immediate threat they pose. Like sharks they
attractalotof attention. But like predators ofall
kinds, they are in the minority.

The hard-core violent wing of the white
supremacist movement could not exist with­
out the nurturing waters of the movement as a
whole. The movement consists not only of
violent and openly racist and anti-Semitic or­
ganizations, but of so-called Christian Patriots

seeking to restore and re-invent America as a
"white, Christian Republic." It includes subur­
ban Christian Identity pastors who teach that
God will raise up the true "Tribes of Israel"­
i.e. white people in Identity belief-to rule in
his Kingdom and makes room for conspiracy
theorists who define all of history as a struggle
against a demonic elite intent on destroying
white civilizations, an elite that is subtly-or
not so subtly-identified with Jews. It includes
charming, grandmotherly German-American
women who deny the Holocaust and urban
professionals who espouse nee-Pagan racial­
ism. The modem white supremacist move­
ment consists of all of these strands and more..

This is the water in which
neo-Nazihatred,bigotryand vio­
lence is nourished.

This is not to say that the
white supremacist movement is
monolithic. Even within identifi­
able segments of the movement
there is considerable disagree­
ment on specifics and inevitable
competition for leadership posi­
tions, resources and membership.
Between segments-Christian
Patriot and neo-Nazi for ex­
ample-there can even be open
hostility.

Christian Patriots may con­
demn neo-Nazis for their "pa­
gan, un-American, Hitler wor­
ship," but in practical terms, the
goals they seek coincide closely
enough to make them allies in
effect. Even in the act of denun-
ciation this is revealed.

Robert Wangrud, the leader of the Oregon
City, Oregon Christian Patriot group Republic
v. Democracy Redress, for example, has criti­
cized neo-Nazi organizations, writing:

In this nation you have what is known as the
Aryan Nations who believe that Hitler had the
right idea as to the formation of government. The
issue of Hitler has been argued back and forth,
pro and con. As I see it, Hitler was not all the jews
[sic] claim he was, but Hitler is not all the Aryan
Nations claim he was eirher.>

The condemnation here is clearly less than

Coalition for Human Dignity· P.O. Box: 40344. Portland. Oregon 97240. (503) 281-5823



Read What They're Saying
About The SP()TLIGHT!

"I enjoyed your ,
articles on the
National Rifle
Association in ~
The SPOTLIGHT. .' JIIi.
I thought they ..416....

I were pretty good."

I -Then-Sen. Dan Quayle (R-lnd.)·1980
Now Vice President of the United States

~nt every Arneri-

I'·can to subscribe to The
; SPOTLIGHT, the first
! newspaper to expose
~ the drug links of high-

up Washington officials
with international
suppliers. Other papers
don't have the guts.~

-LL Col. James (Bo) Gritz
America's Most Higbly-Decor-ated

Vietnam Veteran

-Imelda Marcos
Former Philippine First Lady

" ... hard-hitting
and factual, and
contains a great
deal of material
that can't be
found elsewhere."

"The SPOTLIGHT
is the only news­
paper in the
country that has

• printed the truth
about my
husband."

adding that,

We need to begin taking care of our own.
People should also take a Christian oath of alle­
giance before taking any office. That would
eliminate the religious cults like Hindus and
Jews from taking power. ...

Blacks really wouldn't care if they lost their
rights. I mean look at the L.A. riots. Now can you
really say that those people that burned the city
down are capable of governing themselves? If
the blacks don't like it here they should leave.s

overwhelming. True, Wangrud and other
Christian Patriots do not, as a rule, make use of
the swastika and other symbolism of the Third
Reich. They generally do not favor the highly
centralized governments of classical fascism.
But they are certainly ready to use the force of
law to attack minorities and promote bigoted
ideas. For example Wangrud has said:

..._-_.- .. _------"

@]~@]

~ .,' !I.in ." ~

@ Weekly news you "an use-e-and profit from-on a regular basis. ~
~ Exclusive stories innorcd. buried or otherwise suppressed ~
~ hy till' Estahlishn;cnl media. Only in The SPOTLIGHT. ~

These "nurturing" elements, these friendly
Christian Patriot and Christian Identity wa­
ters, constitute the largest part of the modem
white supremacist movement. And theyalready
exist in relatively large numbers in the Pacific
Northwest. Christian Patriot leader and former
presidential candidate James "Bo" Gritz has
recognized this, staking his future on the re­
gion. Gritz, though little influenced by the idea
of the "Northwest Imperative" as formulated
by the hard-core neo-Nazi wing of the move­
ment, is nonetheless moving to central Idaho.
He and former Arizona police officer Gerald
"Jack" McLamb are establishing what they
refer to as "Christian Covenant Communities"
there, in effect tiny Christian Patriot home­
lands.

But if the hard-core wing is nourished and
sustained by the broader movement, the neo­
Nazis and klansmen also give something back.
Through public and open acts of violence and
racism, they desensitize people to bigotry,
making Patriots and Identitybelievers-not to
mention less radical parts of the far right­
seem more acceptable by comparison.

Further, the neo-Nazi part of the move­
ment attracts the lion's share of attention from
law enforcement and private civil rights orga­
nizations, leaving the rest of the movement to

organize almost without opposition.
Finally, the hard-core edge of the move­

ment is the most prepared to use violence to
achieve its ends. As a strategy, this may ulti­
mately lead to defeat, imprisonment and mar­
tyrdom for movement activists, but as a tactic
it cannot fail to profoundly effect both indi­
vidual lives and communities.

Racism and
Bigotry in America

The various factions of the white suprema­
cist movement, Neo-Nazi, Christian Patriot
and Christian Identity, do not exist in a vacuum.
Both the neo-Nazi sharks and the friendly wa­
ters of Patriot and Identity belief exist within
the ocean that is bigotry in America.

The Spotlight
An ad for The
Spotlight, the

leading
anti-Semitic

publication in the
country.
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elude American Indians, African-Americans,
Asian-Americans and other non-whites. Citi­
zenship itself, and the rights thereof, were con­
stitutionally defined as being the privilege of
white men.

The legacy of slavery and of often brutal
conquest are still with us. The end of legal

segregation in the United States
is only a generation behind us.
The work of the Civil Rights
movement remains incomplete
even today.

In the context of the racism,
anti-Semitism, homophobia and
sexism that remain a strong part
of American life, effecting virtu­
ally every aspect of our society,
the white supremacistmovement
finds room to operate.
Organizations such as those de­
scribed in this work are often re­
ferred to as "Hate Groups," an
apt description but not particu­
larly informative. Neo-Nazi, rac­
ist skinhead, Christian Patriot,
Klan and Christian Identity
groups exploit the underlying
bigotry in our society for political
purposes. They engage the poli­
tics of hate and fear, but hate and
fear are not their ultimate pur­
pose. These groups are part of a
social movement which is trying
to transform society, to recreate
the United States, or at least a
comer of it, in their own image.
Though they stand little chance
of achieving this goal, their ac­
tions continue to have a profound
impact on the people and politics
of this region and this country.

What impact these groups
will continue to have on our lives
depends, in no small part, on the
response formulated by civil
rights activists and others con­
cerned with the livability of our
communities. It is our hope that
this work will serve as a tool for
informing that response.
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No idea has so fascinated, perplexed and
motivated Americans as race. In a sense, the
very concept of a "white" identity-as distinct
from an English, French, German or other lin­
guistic or national identity-was invented by
Americans seeking a commonality, a national­
ity that would, from the very beginning, ex-
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Endnotes

1 There are several versions of the idea, but the
earliest and most common, as formulated by
Robert Miles and his ally Richard Butler of the
Church of Jesus Christ Christian-Aryan Na­
tions, involves the establishment of an inde­
pendent nation-state composed of the territory
now occupied by Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
Montana and Wyoming.
2 Kevin Flynn and Gary Gerhardt, The Silent
Brotherhood: InsideAmerica's Racist Underground
(New York & London: Free Press, 1989),p.5S.

3 Harold Covington, "Press Release: Com­
mander Harold Covington is pleased to an­
nounce the opening of the Seattle office of the
National Socialist White People's Party," (Se­
attle, Washington: National Socialist White
People's Party, undated (circa October 1994).
4 Kim Badynski, Klan Kourage (undated [circa
1989]),p.I.
5 RobertWangrud,BEHOLDfMarch 1987,p.9.
6 Clackamas County Review, May 28 - June 3,
1992.
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